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An inspector general’s report issued Tuesday questioned
whether employees at a state-run developmental center in
Ruston worked massive amounts of overtime for which they
got paid.

Ten employees with the state Department of Health and
Hospitals Northeast Supports and Services Center received
$407,000 for more than 23,000 hours of questionable
overtime in 2008, the report said.

The center is targeted for closure Dec. 31 as part of DHH
downsizing efforts.

“The excessive number of hours of overtime reported for a
select number of employees of Northeast suggests that these
employees may not actually be working the reported number
of hours, that they may not be awake and alert while at work,
or some combination of both,” according to the report from
State Inspector General Stephen Street.

The inspector general recommended — among other things —

that overtime be limited so that the staff would be better
rested to care for residents with special needs, that additional
staff be hired and that a better monitoring system be
implemented.

The Inspector General’s Office conducted a review of the
overtime situation after a WAFB-TV story, which highlighted
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Dept. of Transportation and the people and agencies with the most overtime in 2008.

Development
DHH Deputy Secretary Tony Keck said the agency did its
own review and found that “almost all of the overtime (at
Northeast) was verified through documentation that could
only have occurred had the employee been present and on
duty.”

The state health agency has implemented new restrictions on
overtime — limiting it to no more than 32 hours a pay
period, Keck said. Exceptions can be made.

Ten employees routinely reported that they worked more
than 16 hours a day, worked back to back days with less than
six hours off between shifts, and worked as many as 82 days
straight.

Time entered in a statewide data base did not always match
the timesheets completed by the employees, the report said.
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